Big Bill & Oom-A-Gog

To hear Bill Blair tell it, all
he ever wanted to be was a

radio announcer.

That's what he started doi
in 1949, when still a hi
school student. That's what
did in Tulsa in the 1950s, on
stations KOME and the pre-
rock 'n’ roll KAKC. And that's
what he’s been doing forthé
past 11%2 years at the
affiliate, KYTSM. in El Paso,
Texas.

But in between those radio jobs,
Blair spent five years as the host
of one of the best-remembered

kids' TV shows in Tulsa history,
“Big Bill and Oom-A " which : — : ‘
ran on KVOO (now KJRH), Chan- Bill Blair is shown here as Big Bill with his friend Saddle-
nel 2, from late 1959 through

Blair himself is well-remem-  Tulsa, in addition to his kids' show
bered in Tulsa, too. A former work.
Ercsndem of the Tulsa Press Club, A humorous man with an easy

e spent part or all of a decade as

an announcer and weatherman in  See Big Bill on H-4




. .Big Bill

Continved from H-1 g
conversational style, Blair re-
cently reminisced via phone
about his years in the Tulsa
broadcasting business, and the
g\{lﬁ of “Big Bill and Oom-A—

“1 started in radio when I was
in high school, but in the real
world, my first job was at KOME
(now KAKC, at 1300 AM)," he re-
called. “That was back when it
was the Rod of God, owned
John Brown Uaiviormy. All‘ :

ious programming ex: or
&e neeu'nny had loc:?gnu-
cast) towers, and they called them
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John."

From there, Blair went to
KAKC. then at 970 AM.

KAKC would later become the
No. 1 rock 'n’ roll station in

alrwaves.
“We ran “ﬂ and , and a
show from Mutual cal “The
w Radio Show.'
It was the cartoon, only
audio. 1 was the morning disc
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1“‘!\“ was before 'American
2 and became instru-

From there,
he went to a Lawton station “that
showed so many Charlie Chan

letters ad-
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began running week-

from 3 p.m. until 4 It

e o ettt s
panded to 445 pm.

times I think you're almost
human.' And down at
him and said, ‘Sometimes [ think
pou're almost human, too, kid.' "

In addition to his Bill work,
gl-lr alp was tl_:.emgut of the

Auction.
Kitty Clover mm 33

broadcast on Saturda
for two summers. (“évm
eat a potato chip in the

when g:'u hung over?" he
asked.) idea was that children
;‘o‘:lm conm:h rrmw on
y to bags and

use them to ﬁ"«- pri&m
“One family must've had rela-
tives saving bags and scoured

week, lgz'd
oowln of les, a '?v"
e said that what finally
brought down the local kids’

including s, was a rull
from the Federal Commnnlg‘-
tions Commission.

this time in El



